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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 December 2001 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1-29 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-29 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)G The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. $ 119 

1 3) S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. Si 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3AII b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. £3 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) £3 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 6) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 1 9) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

1 7) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 20) D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 01-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 Claims 1 -29 are presented for examination. 



Continued Prosecution Application 
2 The reoues, fi ,ed o„ December 5 , 2001 for . ^ prosecu(ion AppUca(ion 

been established. An action on the CPA follows. 



Response to Arguments 
3- No or amende were submitted with the cpA ^ ^ 

on March ,9, 200 , were responded ,„ in the f,„ aI rejection , c , ion ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
of the f„e showed no arguments or amendment filed in response^ said fina, rejection 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
«• The following is a quotation of 35 US C. 10 3(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

having orduuuy skill in ihe „„ , 0 ^ *™°"V" "? me «" mveMion was ma* to . person 
manner ,„ which the invention w,s made. J P °'*' I,S Patentabilily shall no, be negatived by rhe 



5. This appiication currently names join, inventors. In considering patently of the 
ciaims under 35 U.S.C. .03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the 
cla,ms was commonly owned at tinle a „ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obiigation under 37 CFR ,.56 to point out 



various 
any 
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the inventor and invention dates of each Cairn tha, was no, commonly owned a, the time a later 
mvention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicahi,i, y of 35 U.S.C. ,03(e) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) pri or art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee e. al., US 

Patent No. 3,578,433. 

7. As .0 claim 25, Lee disclosed the invention substantially as claimed including a data 
processing system [DP] comprising "centralized collection of geographically distributed 
information" (col. 1, lines 41-65). 

8. Lee does not detail clinical trial dam management. Lee describes a system, which 
indudes data management for receiving order, Clinical trial data management is known in the 



art. 



9. 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the DP ar, a, the time of the 
applicant's invention to modify Lee to provide clinica! trial data management system improving 
the versatility Lee by allowing i, to be used in other areas by modifying the data it handles in the 

DP system 



10. Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams, JR., 

US Patent No. 4,868,866. 

11. As to claim 25, Williams disclosed the invention substantially as claimed including a data 
processing system [DP] comprising "centralized collection of geographically distributed 

information" (col. 2, lines 41-50). 



• t 

12. Williams does not detail clinical trial data management. Williams describes a system, 
which includes data management for general areas including finance. Clinical trial data 

management is known in the art. 

13. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the DP art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to modify Williams to provide clinical trial data management system 
improving the versatility Wilfiams by allowing it to be used in other areas by modifying the data 

it handles^n the DP system 

14. Claims 1-24 and 26-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JetForm in ■JetForm(R) Announces First Java™-Based Electronic Forms Solution- in v,ew of 
Williams, Jr. [hereafter Williams] US Patent No. 4,868,866. 

15. As to claims 23-24, JetForm describes a system comprising, - a remote site computer" 
(page 1, firs, through fourth full paragraphs) "a transmission medium" (page I, first fi.ll 
paragraph no, the Web includes a transmission medium) and generally »a central computer" 
(page 1, fifth full paragraph and page 2, second through fourth full paragraphs). 

.6. JetForm does no, describe the details of the database such as »a second data verification 
module". Williams does detail a cenlra! dalabase con.aining "a second data verification 
module" (col. 3, lines 50-61). 

1 7. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a, the time of the invention to 
provide the further checking of Williams as a checking of the data in relation to data already 
occurring in the database could be preformed which could no. at the remote site computer. 



' «• As ,o Caints , -22 and 26-29, these claitns basically ^ the ^ ^ 

■east be obvious as it is the sitnples, wi most _ ^ rf ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
cc.ec ted a„a t Hepo i „ t o f ve rifyi „ gistohavecorrectdatMheinternetMdworidwidewebu 
an.icipa.ee. by MForn, as above sited by the tern, web, Java is a,so anticipated i„ a. above 

would be obvious because of its sirap.e implementation and proven utility. 

!»• Note: the art cited in this rejection was provided by ^ h ^ 
disclosure statement filed February 4, 2000. 



20. This CPA of applicant, earlier AppHcation No. 09/423,378. All Cairns are drawn tc 
-he same invention claitned in tne earlier app,ica,io„ and could nave been fi „a„y rejected on the 

app.ica.ton. Accordingly, this ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a firs, action in 
* case. See MPEP § 70 ,0 7( b). Applicant ,s reminded of the extenston of A* p0 „c y as se, 

forth in37CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is se, to expire THREE 
t»e end of the TH^momth shortened statutotv period, then the shortened statutory period 



t t 



this final action. 



Any inauiry concerning this „ ear| . er ft om 

examiner should be directed to Jaclc M n,„ i ■. 

Jack M Choules whose telephone number is (703) 305-9840 The 
exarmner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:00). 

attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner, 

— .hnHBreenecanbereachedon^^O^Thefaxphonenumbersrorthe 

communications and (703) 746-7218 f nr a a v , 

^ V U38 for After Final communications 

should be directed to the receptionist whose teiephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




Jack M Choules 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2177 

JMC 

January 4, 2002 



